February 5, 2014

This status quo fails to meet the
needs of businesses, is unfair to work-
ers, and is holding back economic
growth and opportunity in New Hamp-
shire and all across this country.

Congress must prioritize the consid-
eration of bipartisan legislation to
comprehensively reform and modernize
our immigration system: H.R. 15, the
Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Moderniza-
tion Act.

It has been over 200 days since the
Senate passed similar reform legisla-
tion, and it is long past time for the
House of Representatives to do the
same.

Republicans and Democrats must
work together to take this common
step to better secure our country and
to reward those who work hard and are
strengthening our economy.

Comprehensive immigration reform
would strengthen our borders, combat
illegal immigration, and create new op-
portunities for individual achievement
and the pursuit of the American
Dream.

Madam Speaker, I implore you: bring
this important bill to the floor.

———

PRESIDENT SHOULD ACT ON
KEYSTONE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, for more than 1,960
days, the President has refused to ap-
prove the construction of the Keystone
pipeline. The President has incorrectly
blamed the delay on harmful environ-
mental impacts, but last week, the
State Department released a study
confirming what House Republicans
have been saying for years: the Key-
stone pipeline will not harm the envi-
ronment.

The President is placing politics over
job creation. On Monday, former En-
ergy Secretary Steven Chu acknowl-
edged that the administration’s deci-
sion is strictly political and has no sci-
entific backing.

The President says he wants to cre-
ate jobs, but his inconsistent actions
have prevented over 120,000 immediate
shovel-ready jobs. The President has
said these are temporary jobs, but he is
wrong. These are permanent job at
MTU of Graniteville and Michelin of
Lexington, producing engines and
earthmover tires for oil sands recovery
in Alberta, Canada.

The most environmentally secure
method of transportation is by pipe-
line, and the President should join Con-
gress in developing Keystone for jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

FLOOD INSURANCE RATES

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to call on the House of Rep-
resentatives to take action to prevent
enormous flood insurance rate hikes
from going into effect for homeowners
all across this country. This is about
the basic principle of housing afford-
ability.

Recently, I met with Realtors, home-
owners, insurance agents, and mort-
gage brokers in my neck of the woods.
They shared with me just how dra-
matic the impact has already been in
our region.

One perspective home buyer in Grays
Harbor County was shocked to find
that their flood insurance quote came
out to a whopping $13,000 per year.
After paying $600 to show that the
property was elevated, the insurance
quote was still more than the monthly
mortgage payment would have been,
and the deal fell through.

This policy has already led to a rapid
and substantial decline in property val-
ues in a part of my district that al-
ready struggles with double-digit un-
employment and can’t afford another
round of congressional disfunction.

Madam Speaker, the Senate has al-
ready acted. Let’s do the same and im-
mediately take up the Homeowner
Flood Insurance Affordability Act.

——
TRIUMPH OF FLIGHT MONUMENT

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, my
hometown of Dayton, Ohio, is the
birthplace of aviation. At the turn of
the 20th century, Orville and Wilbur
Wright, bicycle repair shop owners in
Dayton, invented the first airplane,
ushering in the era of modern aviation.

From their efforts, America led the
development of an entire new industry.
It revolutionized commerce, commu-
nication, travel, and our national de-
fense.

Today, Ohio continues to help the
Nation reach new heights in aviation
and in the aerospace industry.

For example, in Dayton, the field
where the Wright brothers developed
and flew ‘‘the world’s first practical
aeroplane’ is now part of Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base, the largest Air
Force base in the world and home to
the Air Force Research Laboratory,
dedicated to advancing aerospace tech-
nologies.

That is why I am here today to con-
gratulate the efforts of the Wright
Image Group, a team of resolute indi-
viduals who are preparing to construct
a new monument for America to pro-
mote our Nation’s accomplishments in
air and space.

Calling it the “Triumph of Flight,”
seen here, they will place a massive
replica of the 1905 Wright flyer 250 feet
in the air above the crossroads inter-
section of Interstates 70 and 75.

Madam Speaker, this monument’s in-
novative design will remind us of the
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Wright brothers’ achievements and ex-
cite and inspire future generations.

This monument site will honor the
great achievements of Ohio aviation
and aerospace leaders, including the
Wright brothers, John Glenn, and Neil
Armstrong.

I congratulate them again on the in-
novative design, and we look forward
to this monument rising between Inter-
states 70 and 75.

————

DEBT CEILING

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, Treas-
ury Secretary Jack Lew has been urg-
ing Congress to act before Friday’s
debt ceiling deadline, but here we are
again with no signs of legislative
progress, with rumors of a ransom that
Republicans will demand before Con-
gress will be allowed to do its job.

The Treasury Department is once
again being forced to resort to extraor-
dinary measures to continue financing
the government.

These games of chicken are dan-
gerous. They are irresponsible, they
have led to turmoil in the markets, and
they have cost our economy billions.
We have avoided disaster in the past
and I believe will avoid it this time. In
any game of chicken, one side always
must blink. But what happens when
neither side blinks? Disaster.

I ask my colleagues to help me in-
stall a permanent fix that would end
the brinksmanship surrounding the
debt limit.

My H.R. 233 allows the debt limit to
be raised unless a supermajority of
Congress votes to block such action.
This would permanently shift the role
of Congress to disapproving debt ceil-
ing increases instead of being forced to
approve them.

My approach has been introduced by
Senators SCHUMER, BOXER, and HIRONO
in the Senate, and has been endorsed
by a growing chorus of economists and
outside thought leaders.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
pursuing these permanent, necessary
reforms.

———

ADDICTION AND MENTAL HEALTH

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, Philip Seymour Hoff-
man, a gifted and talented actor, didn’t
have to die. His death is all too com-
mon. In the past 6 years, heroin use has
doubled, with 1 million ER visits and
several thousand deaths that will occur
this year from an overdose.

This is not just a law enforcement
issue but a public health issue because
addiction is a mental disease.
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